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January 28, 2015 
 
Parents, Students, Teachers and Community Members, 
 
There has been a lot of discussion lately concerning the possible consolidation of Botts Elementary 
School.  I assure you that the board has not made any decision pertaining to the status of Botts 
Elementary at this time.  I assigned the district administrators the task of reporting to me the issues, 
feasibility and current statistics surrounding Botts Elementary School.  I shared that information with all 
board members at the January 2015 board meeting. 
 
Why is consolidation even a consideration?  After assuming my current position on July 1, 2014, I 
received a call from the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) and was informed that Menifee 
County Schools “MUST” address budget-related issues or face being taken over by KDE.  I was also 
informed that should KDE take over Menifee County Schools, Botts Elementary School would be closed 
immediately.  I was provided a document (partially contained in this mailing) which analyzed the last five 
(5) years of Menifee County’s budget.  In a nutshell, the budget has been overspent for the last three (3) 
consecutive years.  This, combined with a loss of student membership, declining Average Daily 
Attendance (ADA), a failure to adjust staff and maintain our facilities has brought the board and myself to 
the realization that we must consider a move to close a small elementary school or face a state takeover. 
 
We cannot cut enough staff to address our budget needs.  We cannot raise taxes enough to address our 
budget needs.  We need to replace buses in our fleet, replace roofs on buildings and we must obtain a bus 
garage (see state audit report). 
 
An extremely important consideration for our district is this:  Possible proposed legislation allows the 
Kentucky Board of Education, KDE and the Education Commissioner to consolidate small districts with 
budget issues with neighboring districts.  If that passes and our budget is questionable, Menifee County 
Schools could be consolidated with surrounding counties (i.e. Rowan, Morgan, Bath or others). 
 
No one wants to consolidate Botts Elementary School…but facts are facts and we must address this now 
before the state gives us no choice in the matter.  Please feel free to call or come to my office should you 
have any questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Benny Patrick 
Interim Superintendent 
 
Menifee County School District is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, nationality, or age. 


